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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hanley,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  Widnes  for  1955  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  Health  of  the  Borough 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  previous  years. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  18.5  per  1,000,  compared  with  17.4  per 
1,000  for  1954.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  showed  a 
slight  decrease  on  1954,  was  15.0. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  13.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared 
with  11.7  for  England  and  Wales.  Although  this  is  a  slight  increase  over 
the  rate  for  1954  the  number  of  deaths  under  the  age  of  65  has  further 
decreased  from  42%  in  1954  to  36%.  This  latter  figure  being  exactly  half 
that  for  the  year  1925. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  infant  mortality  rate,  from  23  per 
1,000  live  births  in  1954  to  30  per  1,000  live  births  in  1955.  This  figure  is, 
however,  considerably  lower  than  the  average  for  the  previous  5  years, 
which  was  37.  There  was  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  stillbirth  rate  over 
the  previous  year  and  over  the  average  for  the  previous  5  years.  Two 
maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  increase  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  1,183  cases  being 
notified  as  against  667  in  1954,  was  almost  wholly  due  to  a  measles  epidemic. 
Whooping  cough  notifications  decreased  from  218  to  138.  During  the  spring 
and  early  summer  the  department  was  involved  in  investigations  into  a 
small  localised  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery.  Close  contact  was  maintained 
with  the  Medical  Practitioners  concerned  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
Fifty-two  positive  cases  were  discovered  but  none  of  these  occurred  after 
the  month  of  July.  There  were  four  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  Borough 
but.  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified. 
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Thirty-nine  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  compared 
with  40  cases  in  the  previous  year.  There  was  also  a  reduction  in  deaths 
from  the  disease;  5  as  compared  with  8  in  1954  and  10  in  1953.  There  were 
5  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  and  no  deaths. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  the  sanitary  department  has  heen  main¬ 
tained  and  Inspectors  have  made  8,698  visits  to  premises.  2,656  nuisances 
or  contraventions  of  various  Acts  were  discovered  and  1,142  informal  and 
460  statutory  notices  were  served.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in 
26  instances.  Two  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  were  issued,  and  8  individual  unfit  houses  were  represented 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  preliminary  housing  survey  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  was  completed  during  the  year.  This  revealed  that  a 
total  of  907  sub-standard  houses  required  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  next 
ten  years. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  these  houses  each  contain  more  than 
one  family,  it  is  estimated  that  approximately  1,000  houses  will  be  required 
for  re-housing  purposes. 

Five  hundred  and  one  inspections  of  shops,  food  preparation  rooms  and 
vehicles  were  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Acts; 
147  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis, 
and  108  samples  of  milk,  including  6  for  B.  Tuberculosis,  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  In  addition,  inspections  were  carried  out 
in  respect  of  the  Factories  and  Shops  Act  and  continued  attention  was 
given  to  atmospheric  pollution. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement 
during  the  year,  and  also  to  the  officials  of  the  Corporation,  in  particular  to 
Mr.  E.  F.  Starkey,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their  assistance  at  all  times. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  BUNTING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres  .  6,173 

Population  at  Census,  1951  48,795 

Population  estimated,  1955  49,870 

Density  of  Population  (i.e.,  No.  of  Persons  per  acre)  .  8.07 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931  Census)  .  8,641 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1955  according  to  rate  book)  .  14,299 

Rateable  Value  £297,011 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  .  £1.130 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Number  of  Births:  Males,  508,  Females  462  .  070 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population — Adjusted  18.5 

Number  of  Deaths:  Males  285,  Females  216  .  .  .  .  .  501 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  — Crude  .  .  .  .  10.0 

— Adjusted  .  .  .  13.1 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  469 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  age  of  one  year)  .  .  .  29 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births  ....  .  .  .  ....  .  29.9 

Deaths  from  Influenza  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Death-rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  .  .  .06 

Death-rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  .  .  .  2.12 

Death-rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .10 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Births  .  .  .  .  .  2.01 

Number  of  women  dying  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth — 

From  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Other  Causes  .  2 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  .  .  .  —  1 

Percentage  of  total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions 


43.6 


POPULATION 


The  population  returns  since  1861  are  given  below: 


Year 

Population 

Inhabited 

houses 

Average 
per  house 

1861 

6,893 

1,150 

5.99 

1871 

14,359 

2,519 

5.66 

1881 

24,918 

4,994 

5.00 

1891 

30,011 

5,121 

5.86 

1901 

28,580 

5,350 

5.34 

1911 

31,544 

6,102 

5.16 

1921 

38,879 

7,437 

5.22 

1931 

40,619 

8,534 

4.63 

Est.  1955 

49,870 

14,299 

3.59 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  the  year  1955 
was  49,870.  This  is  an  increase  of  510  over  the  estimated  population  for 
1954. 


BIRTHS— 

Totals 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  . 

938 

491 

447 

Birth  Rate  ... 

...  18.5 

Illegitimate 

32 

17 

15 

Birth  rate  for  England  and 

Wales 

...  15.0 

Illegitimate  Births — 

The  percentage  of  births  which  were  illegimate  during  each  of  the  past 
15  years  is  as  follows: — 


1941  . 

.  4.1 

per 

cent 

1948  . 

.  4.5 

per  cent 

1942  . 

.  5.2 

per 

cent 

1949  . 

.  4.3 

per  cent 

1943  . 

.  6.0 

per 

cent 

1950  . 

.  4.5 

per  cent 

1944  . 

.  5.6 

per 

cent 

1951  . 

.  5.1 

per  cent 

1945  . 

.  9.8 

per 

cent 

1952  . 

.  4.1 

per  cent 

1946  . 

.  7.0 

per 

cent 

1953  . 

.  4.2 

per  cent 

1947  . 

.  4.7 

per 

cent 

1954  . 

.  3.2 

per  cent 

1955  .  3.3  per  cent 
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Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  year  1955: — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

All  ages 

Under  1  yea 

1 — 4  years 

5 — 14  years 

15 — 24  years 

25 — 44  years 

45 — 64  years 

65 — 74  years 

75  and  over 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

_ 

1 

_ 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms) 

Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

Malignant  Neoplasms — 

Stomach . 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

8 

3 

Lung,  bronchus 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

16 

2 

Breast 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

2 

2 

Uterus 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

13 

12 

13 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

16 

13 

21 

Coronory  disease,  Angina 

46 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19 

14 

12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

5 

5 

Other  heart  diseases 

69 

2 

— 

1 

2 

5 

8 

19 

32 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

31 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

9 

15 

Influenza 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

26 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

11 

8 

Bronchitis 

19 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

8 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

1 

1 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  . 

68 

17 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

11 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents  . 

21 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

8 

Suicide 

1 

1 

— 

Homicide  and  War 

Total 

500  29 

5 

4 

6 

30 

110 

145 

171 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  in  age  groups  over  the  past  ten  years  and 

RATES  PER  1,000  OF  POPULATION 


Year 

1  to  14 

15  to  44 

Age  Groups 
45  to  64 

65  &  over 

All  ages 

Per  1,000 
total  pop’n. 

1946 

1 

6 

25 

34 

66 

1.47 

1947 

— 

7 

34 

40 

81 

1.75 

1948 

1 

6 

39 

33 

79 

1.66 

1949 

— 

7 

30 

40 

77 

1.60 

1950 

2 

6 

30 

52 

90 

2.00 

1951 

2 

13 

36 

37 

88 

1.80 

1952 

1 

11 

43 

48 

103 

2.11 

1953 

1 

9 

44 

59 

113 

2.31 

1954 

— 

8 

30 

48 

86 

1.74 

]  955 

— 

n 

i 

40 

59 

106 

2.12 

Details  of  Cancer  deaths  over  the  past  five  years 


Rate 

Age  Groups 

per 

1000 

Total 

Y  car 

Site 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65-74 

75  & 

all 

ages 

over 

pop’n. 

M 

F 

1951 

Stomach 

2 

12 

7 

2 

11 

12 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

3 

12 

3 

5 

21 

2 

Other  sites  . 

2 

8 

12 

10 

10 

1.80 

24 

18 

1952 

Stomach 

— 

1 

2 

5 

4 

7 

5 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

3 

17 

9 

2 

26 

5 

Other  sites 

1 

7 

24 

20 

8 

2.11 

25 

35 

1953 

Stomach 

— 

1 

3 

10 

5 

10 

9 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

4 

15 

10 

1 

28 

2 

Other  sites 

1 

4 

26 

22 

11 

2.31 

34 

30 

1954 

Stomach 

— 

— 

5 

7 

3 

8 

7 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

1 

11 

9 

1 

21 

1 

Other  sites 

— 

7 

14 

15 

13 

1.74 

25 

24 

1955 

Stomach 

— 

1 

6 

8 

3 

12 

6 

Lung  bronchus 

— 

— 

15 

16 

2 

31 

2 

Other  sites 

6 

19 

15 

15 

2.12 

24 

31 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

The  following  table  shows  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  which  occurred  in  the  Borough,  together 
with  corresponding  data  for  England  and  Wales. 


Disease 

Widnes 

England 
and  Wales 

Influenza 

0.06 

0.07 

Pneumonia 

0.52 

0.49 

Bronchitis 

0.38 

0.67 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 

0.06 

0.11 

Gancer  of  Lung  &  Bronchus 

0.66 

0.39 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  . 

0.10 

0.13 
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Details  of  Deaths  due  to  Accidents,  1955- 


Tliere  were 
population.  rl  f li 
below : 


25  accidental  deaths  during  1955;  one  per  2,000  of  the 
s  is  the  highest  number  since  1950  and  details  are  given 
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Road  traffic  accidents  .  .  .  -1  —  111  —  4 

Falls  .  _____  1  1  8  10 

Drowning  .  .  .  .  -  -1  112-5 

Works  Accidents  .  .  .  .  -  -  -  2  1  -  -  3 

Home  accidents  .  .  .  .  1  —  —  —  —  1  —  2 

Gunshot  wounds  .  .  .  .  —  1  -  -----  1 
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Totals  in  age  groups  .  1  2  1  4  4  5  8  25 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  Widnes 
which  occurred  in  institutions  during  the  year  1955: — 


Widnes  Maternity  Home  (infants  1)  .  .  .  .  1 

Whiston  Hospital  (infants  18)  .  .  .  .  .  181 

Warrington  General  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  4 

St.  Helens  Providence  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  2 

St.  Helens  Isolation  Hospital  (infants  1)  .  .  2 

Ormskirk  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Delph  Lane  Hospital  .  .  1 

Clatterbridge  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Victoria  Hospital,  Blackpool  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Liverpool  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Walton  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Liverpool  Royal  Southern  Hospital  .  .  1 

Liverpool  Broadgreen  Hospital  .  .  .  3 

Liverpool  Belmont  Road  Hospital  .  .  .  1 

Liverpool  St.  Paul’s  Hospital  .  1 

Liverpool  Alder  Hey  Hospital  (infants  2)  .  3 

Other  Hospitals  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 


Total  218 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough: 


rc3 

4-> 

c3 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

live 

births 

20 

19 

24 

23 

23 

24 

CO 

0-1 

s 

■ 

o 

g* 

4-> 

o 

No.  of 
deaths 

regis¬ 

tered 

19 

t>.  CO  CO  CO  lO 

r-H  CSJ  (M 

22 

■ 

q 

i — i _ 4 

cd 

4-> 

O 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

live 

births 

30 

24 

34 

34 

36 

51 

37 

H 

No.  of 
deaths 
regis¬ 
tered 

29 

22 

33 

33 

36 

54 

36 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

total 

births 

r— 1 

o 

cd 

1.06 

1.01 

Nil 

0.98 

0.93 

o 

CO 

© 

No.  of 
deaths 
regis¬ 
tered 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

1 

o 

CO 

o 

Stillbirths 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

total 

births 

26 

38 

27 

25 

22 

27 

28 

No. 

Regis¬ 

tered 

26 

36 

27 

25 

22 

29 

28 

Deaths 
(all  causes) 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

pop’n. 

o 

o 

1 — 1 

9.7 

9.0 

10.5 

11.4 

11.3 

10.4 

No. 

Regis¬ 

tered 

rH 

o 

lO 

478 

442 

511 

556 

549 

507 

Live  Births 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

pop’n. 

19.5 

18.3 

19.7 

20.1 

20.5 

21.5 

20.0 

No. 

Regis¬ 

tered 

970 

904 

961 

982 

1001 

1050 

980 

Year  1955 

Year  1954 

Year  1953 

Year  1952 

Year  1951 

1950  1950 

Avge.  5  years 
1950-1954 
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Adjusted  live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor  0.95) — 18.5 
Adjusted  death-rate  (comparability  factor  1.30) — 13.1 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


T1  ie  following  provisional  figures  based  on  the  Registrar  General’s 
Quarterly  Returns  of  birth  and  death  rates,  together  with  case  rates  for 
certain  infectious  diseases  for  England  and  Wales  are  shown  together  with 
corresponding  data  in  respect  of  the  Borough  of  Wiclnes. 


England  and  Wales  Borough  of  Widnes 

Rates  per  1,000  population 

Births: 

Live  births 

15.0 

18.5  (c) 

Stillbirths  . 

/  0.35 
\23.1  (a) 

.52 

26.0  (a) 

Deaths: 

All  causes  . 

11.7 

13.1  (c) 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . 

0.15 

0.10 

Respiratory  . 

0.13 

0.10 

Non-respiratory  . 

0.02 

Nil 

Cancer  (all  forms)  . 

2.06 

2.12 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

0.39 

0.66 

Other  cancer . 

1.67 

1.46 

Maternal  Mortality  (total) 

0.64  (a) 

2.01 

Maternal  causes  (excluding  abortion) 

0.54  (a) 

2.01 

Due  to  abortion 

0.10  (a) 

Nil 

Infant  Mortality  . 

24.9  (b) 

29.9  (b) 

Neo-natal  mortality 

17.3  (b) 

19.6  (b) 

Notifications  ( corrected ): 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.02 

Nil 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

0.03 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.73 

1.02 

Whooping  Cough . 

1.78 

2.76 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

Nil 

Erysipelas  . 

0.10 

0.08 

Smallpox  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  . 

15.61 

16.62 

Pneumonia 

0.63 

0.48 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

0.14 

0.06 

Acute  encephalitis . 

0.00 

Nil 

Dysentery 

0.83 

1.04 

Food  Poisoning  . 

0.29 

0.62 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . 

0.27 

0.08 

Tuberculosis — 

Respiratory  . 

0.77 

0.80 

Meninges  and  C.N.S.  . 

0.01 

Nil 

Other  . 

0.09 

0.10 

(a)  Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  births. 

(c)  Adjusted  rate. 
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Details  of  Births  and  Deaths  during  1954  belonging  to  towns  with 
populations  similar  to  that  of  Widnes. 


Authority 

Population 

Adjusted 
Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 

Deaths  under  1  year 
Rate  per  1,000 

Adjusted  relative  live  Deaths 
Death  Rate  births  under 

Population  4  weeks 

England  and  Wales 

44,274,000 

15.2 

11.3 

25 

18 

Widnes  . 

.  49,360 

17.4 

12.6 

24 

17 

Bebington  . 

.  48,740 

13.6 

10.2 

24 

13 

Crewe 

.  52,070 

15.2 

12.6 

32 

17 

Torquay 

.  50,260 

12.6 

10.9 

23 

11 

Stanley  U.D. 

.  48,020 

15.3 

12.5 

26 

12 

Billericay  U.D . 

.  49,450 

19.9 

9.1 

16 

11 

Chingford  . 

.  47,600 

12.1 

9.7 

23 

12 

St.  Albans  . 

.  45.430 

15.0 

10.1 

19 

10 

Chatham 

.  48,520 

16.2 

10.4 

21 

12 

Erith  . 

.  45,950 

13.4 

10.7 

19 

11 

Gravesend  . 

.  45,960 

16.2 

9.5 

30 

15 

Maidstone  . 

.  54,540 

14.7 

11.6 

22 

12 

Rochester  . 

.  45,110 

16.4 

9.8 

20 

9 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

.  49,530 

15.0 

12.9 

43 

21 

Lancaster  . 

.  49,910 

13.1 

13.5 

44 

21 

Leigh 

.  47,990 

14.5 

13.5 

27 

13 

Feltham 

.  48,200 

15.7 

8.7 

17 

10 

Southall 

.  54,440 

12.7 

13.0 

19 

10 

Wood  Green 

.  51,090 

10.9 

9.6 

26 

10 

Gt.  Yarmouth 

51,550 

15.6 

10.8 

27 

12 

Wallsend 

.  49,280 

18.2 

14.1 

32 

22 

Beeston  &  Stapleford 

U.D.  50,550 

i3.8 

10.7 

28 

16 

Mansfield  . 

.  51,570 

15.1 

11.2 

36 

19 

Peterborough 

.  54,240 

15.3 

10.6 

24 

13 

Shrewsbury . 

.  47,020 

14.3 

11.9 

29 

17 

Fareham  U.D. 

.  46,220 

17.2 

10.5 

25 

11 

Burton-on-Trent  . 

.  48,890 

16.7 

14.5 

31 

20 

Brierley  Hill  U.D. 

.  49,350 

14.4 

11.2 

24 

12 

Rowley  Regis 

.  49,120 

11.8 

11.0 

21 

12 

Esher  U.D . 

.  52,420 

13.5 

9.7 

16 

7 

Guildford  . 

.  49,500 

14.8 

9.9 

30 

14 

Malden  and  Coombes 

.  45,910 

11.5 

9.1 

20 

7 

Reigate 

.  47,610 

15.1 

9.3 

13 

5 

Woking  L.D. 

.  54,020 

15.2 

11.8 

26 

11 

Rugby 

.  46,590 

14.3 

9.4 

27 

11 

Nuneaton  . 

.  55,650 

15.3 

10.3 

22 

14 

Sutton  Coldfield  . 

.  49,780 

14.9 

8.8 

15 

7 

Oldbury 

.  54,030 

13.1 

11.8 

30 

18 

Dewsbury 

.  53,080 

17.4 

13.7 

45 

24 

Harrogate  . 

.  51,690 

12.4 

10.0 

11 

5 

Keighley 

.  55,860 

13.5 

13.4 

37 

20 

10 


Details  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1954  in  towns  witfi 
populations  similar  to  that  of  Widnes. 


u. 

V 

> 

<L> 

Authority  Population 

X! 

a 

>> 

H 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whoop’g  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Measles 

Poliomyelitis 

Pneumonia 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis 

Resp. 

Tuberculosis 

Other  forms 

Widnes 

49,360 

— 

— 

2 

54 

218 

— 

— 

330 

4 

25 

25 

37 

6 

Bebington 

48,740 

— 

1 

3 

55 

140 

— 

15 

622 

10 

36 

8 

82 

26 

Torquay 

50,260 

— 

— 

1 

42 

116 

— 

— 

16 

— 

20 

— 

39 

13 

Stanley 

48,020 

— 

— 

2 

47 

126 

— 

40 

435 

2 

71 

16 

59 

9 

Billericay 

49,450 

— 

— 

— 

61 

178 

— 

18 

263 

3 

38 

15 

16 

5 

Ghingford 

47,600 

— 

— 

■ — - 

64 

138 

— 

17 

195 

4 

17 

3 

30 

2 

Chatham 

48,520 

— 

— 

— 

51 

174 

— 

152 

13 

1 

22 

120 

63 

8 

Ashton-u-Lyne 

49,530 

— 

1 

2 

86 

97 

— - 

22 

182 

1 

25 

4 

55 

14 

Lancaster 

49,910 

1 

1 

3 

19 

135 

— 

20 

179 

8 

12 

5 

33 

8 

Leigh 

47,990 

— 

— 

1 

38 

80 

— 

11 

305 

— 

15 

— 

18 

5 

Feltham 

48,200 

— 

— 

2 

67 

28 

— 

7 

92 

« 

14 

5 

40 

4 

Wood  Green 

54,440 

— 

— 

— 

61 

89 

— 

41 

29 

1 

45 

24 

73 

8 

Great  Yarmouth 

51,550 

— 

— 

1 

46 

76 

— 

4 

643 

3 

16 

24 

29 

10 

Wallsend 

49,280 

— 

— 

4 

40 

59 

— 

1 

99 

6 

65 

1 

55 

15 

Beeston  and 

Stapleford  U.D. 

50,550 

— 

— 

3 

88 

368 

— 

97 

25 

1 

15 

21 

57 

4 

Mansfield 

51,570 

— 

— 

1 

37 

42 

— 

28 

80 

1 

17 

— 

33 

3 

Shrewsbury 

47,020 

— 

— 

2 

33 

138 

— 

11 

9 

3 

15 

— 

25 

1 

Burton-on-Trent 

48,890 

— 

— 

2 

21 

183 

— 

— 

58 

— ■ 

31 

25 

40 

2 

Brierley  Hill 

49,350 

— 

— 

2 

54 

72 

— 

33 

6 

1 

6 

1 

52 

3 

Rowley  Regis 

49,120 

— 

— 

— 

27 

69 

1 

7 

10 

1 

1 

1 

40 

3 

Guildford 

49,500 

— 

— 

2 

42 

123 

— 

— 

308 

2 

4 

6 

16 

7 

Reigate 

47,610 

— 

— 

1 

17 

256 

— 

25 

7 

1 

44 

1 

33 

5 

Sutton  Coldfield 

49,780 

— 

— 

1 

87 

107 

— 

21 

8 

— 

32 

— 

26 

1 

Harrogate 

51,590 

— 

— 

2 

33 

17 

— 

2 

639 

5 

27 

11 

26 

7 

11 


The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  years  1925,  1935  and  1945  and  are  shown  together 
with  comparable  data  relating  to  the  year  under  review. 


1955 

1945 

1935 

1925 

Estimated  population 

49,870 

42,030 

42,100 

42,100 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

19.5 

21.5 

20.1 

22.7 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

10.0 

11.9 

12.3 

12.2 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births 

30 

80 

69 

83 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  births 

2.01 

4.31 

1.12 

3.13 

Deaths  from  Measles 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  . 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

4 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough . 

1 

Nil 

2 

17 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

5 

27 

26 

41 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

Nil 

6 

11 

11 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  from  Cancer 

2.12 

2.18 

1.18 

.95 

Deaths  under  65  years  of  age — percentage  of  total 

36 

53 

61 

72 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  causes  of  death  of  infants  during  1955  are  recorded  in  the  following 
table: — 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


22 

<D 

<D 

£ 


-a 

a 


(A 

22 

<D 

d) 

£ 

<N 


C/3 


c/3 

2* 

(D 

<D 

C/3 

2* 

(D 

<D 

u 

<D 

"O 

E  *) 

43 

C 

o 

£ 

£ 

E 

CO 

Tf 

os  g 

tn 

■‘-1  s 
o  > 

(N 

CO 

H  ^ 

M 

C/3 

C /3 

23 

-*-> 

C/3  *2 

43 

23 

G 

43  £ 

-*-* 

O 

C 

G 

s 

a  «*> 

o 

O 

O) 

E 

E 

•o 

VO 

as 

i 

<N 

_  u 

03  « 

1 

CO 

as 

o  a 

H  3 

Gastro  Enteritis  . 

_ 

_ 

_  _  _ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Prematurity 

8 

— 

—  —  8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Birth  Injury 

4 

— 

—  —  4 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

4 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

—  —  1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

-  -  - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

1—3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Accidental  asphyxia 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  of  early  infancy 

2 

— 

—  —  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  diseases 

1 

— 

—  —  1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Totals 

16 

2 

1  —  19 

2 

5 

1 

2 

29 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year 
was  29.  This  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  30  per  1,000  live  births 
which  is  an  increase  over  the  rate  of  24  for  1954.  This  figure  is,  however, 
considerably  lower  than  that  for  the  average  over  the  past  five  years  which 
was  37  per  1,000. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 
DEATHS  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


* 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES- 


Bacteriological  Examinations: — 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  in  1955  was  182: — 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — 4.  Faeces — 178. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  in  1954  was  50. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— 


(; i )  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year: — 


DISEASE 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

- — 

Scarlet  Fever 

51 

23 

• — 

Para-typhoid 

— 

- — 

— 

Dysentery . 

52 

5 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

- — 

— 

Malaria 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

24 

_ 

26 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

(all  forms) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

- — - 

•1 

Measles 

829 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

138 

2 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

4 

- — 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  ... 

- — 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

31 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis — 

fM  . 

17 

3 

(a)  Pulmonary 

-!  F  . 

22 

— 

2 

L  Total  . 

39 

— 

5 

fM  . 

4 

_ 

_ 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

i  F  . 

1 

— 

— 

f  Total 

5 

14 


(ii)  Analysis  of  notifiable  diseases  in  age  groups — - 


CASES  NOTIFIED 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


<D 

C/3 

a 

U  tz> 
(D 


U 

a 

o 

>> 


c/) 

»h 

03 

<D 


u. 

o3 

0) 


oo 

Ih 

03 

<L> 

>> 


»h 

<D 

>> 


U 

>> 


03 

<D 

>> 


<L> 

> 

O 

* 


Total 

all  ag 

Undei 

<N 

J, 

1 

CO 

ON 

to 

o 

<N 

1 

«o 

<N 

'O 

to 

CS 

<D 

>> 

to 

VO 

Scarlet  Fever 

51 

— 

9 

10 

26 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

Measles 

829 

43 

240  277  267 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

138 

16 

39 

39 

43 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

24 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

5 

5 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 
Paralytic 

3 

— 

■ — ■ 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery  . 

52 

— 

10 

9 

20 

1 

2 

6 

1 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

31 

— 

1 

2 

4 

3 

— 

12 

5 

4 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

M  . 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

8 

2 

F  . 

22 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

9 

2 

— 

Non-Resp.  Tuberculosis 

M  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

F  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  . 

.  1183 

60  302 

342 

363 

14 

18 

42 

25 

17 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — 

There  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever — 

51  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  numbers  of  cases  notified 
during  the  preceding  five  vears  were:  1950 — 95:  1951 — 89:  1952 — 159: 
1953—134;  1954—54. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  and  the  cases  were  all  of  a  mild 
type. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis — 

There  were  4  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year.  In  2  cases 
some  paralysis  remains  but  satisfactory  progress  is  reported. 
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Diphtheria — 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  'of  this  disease  during  the  past 


twelve  years: — 

Year 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Year 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of 
Deaths 

1944 

23 

— 

1950 

— 

— 

1945 

14 

— 

1951 

— 

— 

1946 

19 

— 

1952 

— 

— 

1947 

4 

— 

1953 

1 

— 

1948 

— 

— 

1954 

— 

— 

1949 

2 

_ 

1955 

_ 

_ 

No  deaths  have  been  recorded  in  the  Borough  since  1943  hut  it  must 
be  remembered  that  diphtheria  is  still  a  deadly  disease.  It  is  also  very 
infectious  and  immunisation  is  the  only  safeguard.  The  almost  complete 
absence  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough  during  the  past  few  years  is  due  to 
the  high  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  the  disease.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  that  this  be  maintained. 

Tuberculosis — 


The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  the  disease 
during  1955  will  be  found  in  the  following  table: — 


Age  Periods 

New 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Cases 

Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Years 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 

1—  4 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 

5—  9 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  —  — 

10—14 

— 

1 

1  — 

—  —  —  — 

15—19 

2 

5 

1  — 

—  —  —  — 

20—24 

1 

4 

—  '  — 

—  —  —  — 

25—34 

4 

9 

1  — 

—  1  —  — 

35-44 

— 

— 

—  — 

2  1  —  — 

45—54 

5 

1 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 

55—64 

3 

1 

1  1 

—  —  —  — 

65  upwards 

2 

— 

—  — 

1  -  -  - 

17 

22 

39 

4  1 

5 

3  2  —  — 

5  — 

There  were  no  deaths  of  non-notified  cases. 
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30 


The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  during  the  past 
years: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Case  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Case  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Annual 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

average 

population 

population 

population 

population 

1925—1929  1.66  .85  1.27  0.25 

1930—1934  1.26  .90  .82  .19 

1935—1939  80  .58  .61  .16 

1940—1944  93  .71  .52  .14 

1945 — 1949  1.13  .58  .41  .09 

1950—1954  1.15  .30  .20  .03 

1955  80  .10  .10  Nil 


Notifications  of  tuberculosis  have  again  decreased;  44  cases  being 
notified  compared  with  46  in  1954.  This  reduction  is  particularly  gratifying 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  Mass  Radiography  Unit  operated  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year.  On  these  occasions  some  cases  are  discovered  earlier  and 
notifications  for  the  period  become  correspondingly  higher.  In  1953  on 
the  last  visit  of  the  Unit  82  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified. 

The  case  rate  for  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  and  the  death  rate  for 
all  forms  which  in  1954  were  the  lowest  ever  recorded  are  further  reduced, 
the  latter  substantially.  There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  non- 
respiratory  and  only  5  from  respiratory  tuberculosis.  None  of  these  deaths 
were  of  non-notified  cases. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  as  having  recovered  from  the  disease 
during  the  year  was  again  fairly  high  and  the  following  table  gives  the 
figures  in  this  respect  over  the  past  4  years. 

Respiratory  Other  Forms 


1952  2  20 

1953  7  22 

1954  20  22 

1955  16  8 


During  this  period,  however,  212  new  cases  of  respiratory  and  26  cases 
of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  have  been  discovered,  making  a  total  of  435 
cases  of  varying  degrees  of  severity  within  the  Borough. 

Although  modern  methods  of  treatment  are  causing  the  disease  to  be 
less  severe  and  are  effecting  more  and  more  complete  cures,  tuberculosis 
remains  a  distressing  malady.  At  best  it  is  a  serious  nuisance  to  the  sufferer, 
and  its  existence  must  always  be  regarded  as  a  real  menance  to  the  health 
of  the  community.  Our  aim  must  be,  whilst  maintaining  early  notification 
and  treatment,  to  ensure  a  continued  reduction  in  its  incidence. 


Mass  Radiography  Survey — 

During  the  year  we  had  a  further  visit  from  the  No.  2  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  full  co-operation  of  the 
department  was  extended  to  the  Unit  which  operated  from  18th  April  to 
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28th  August.  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  R.  Corrado,  Medical  Director  of  the 
Unit,  for  the  following  information:— 


Total  Number  of  Miniatures 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

Male 

7,604 

Female 

5,223 

12,827 

Classification  of  cases  diagnosed  : — 
Tuberculosis,  presumed  healed 

51 

22 

73 

Suspect  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Occasional  supervision 

15 

3 

18 

Close  supervision 

1 

1 

2 

Requiring  immediate  treatment 

7 

8 

15 

Tuberculosis,  already  known  to  Chest  Clinic 

4 

2 

6 

Bronchiectasis  . 

5 

7 

12 

Pneumoconiosis 

2 

— 

2 

Carcinoma  of  lungs  and  bronchus . 

8 

1 

9 

Cardiac  abnormalities 

10 

9 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District — 

A  record  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  is  as  follows: — 


Defects  or  Nuisances:  No.  discovered  .  .  .  2,656 

No.  abated  .  .  .  2,579 

No.  being  dealt  with  .  .  77 

No.  of  Notices  served:  Informal .  .  .  .  1,142 

Statutory  .  .  .  460 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken .  .  .  .  26 

No.  of  premises  visited  .  .  .  .  .  2,411 

No.  of  visits  made  .  .  .  .  .  8,698 


Premises  kept  under  observation 

Number  of 
Premises 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Factories 

188 

67 

Bakehouses 

26 

30 

Slaughterhouses 

— 

— 

Milk  shops 

123 

134 

Food  premises 

498 

505 

Ice  Cream  premises 

116 

59 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

5 

60 

dents  and  Caravans 

11 

12 

Visits  to  premises  where  cases  of  infectious  disease 
have  occurred 

220 

226 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  alter  cases  of  infectious 
disease 

184 

Schools  — Provided 

10 

10 

Unprovided 

9 

9 
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(  Yoset  Accommodation 


There  are  22  |>rivy  middens  hut  I  bey  are  situated  in  the  rural  parts  of 
the  Borough  and  cannot  be  converted  owing  to  the  absence  of  adequate 
sewers.  There  are  seven  waste  closets  in  existence  and  it  is  calculated  that 
14,270  houses  are  provided  with  fresh  water  closets. 


Refuse  Removal — 

This  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Highways  Department,  for 
which  purpose  covered  vehicles  are  used.  There  is  one  dry  ashpit  and  22 
ashpits  attached  to  privies.  The  remaining  houses  in  the  Borough  are 
provided  with  portable  bins. 

Disinfestation — 

Thirty-one  houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  77  private  dwellings 
and  14  other  premises,  were  treated  because  of  verminous  infestation.  In 
addition  householders  are  encouraged  to  carry  out  disinfestation  and  are 
supplied  with  suitable  insecticides. 

Rodent  Control — 

Two  whole-time  rodent  operatives  were  employed  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  carried  out  their  work  to  the  formula  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  period 
is  appended. 


Premises  treated  during  the  Year 

for  Mice 

for  Rats 

Dwellinghouses 

94 

144 

Shops 

8 

7 

Factories 

20 

26 

Hotels 

2 

3 

Schools 

9 

6 

Clubs 

2 

5 

Cafes 

1 

— 

Warehouses 

— 

i 

Hospitals  . 

— 

3 

Churches  . 

— 

2 

Dairies 

— 

1 

Canteens 

— 

5 

Other  Premises 

3 

1 

Brooks  and  Ditches 

— 

3 

Tips 

— 

1 

Areas 

— 

12 

Farms 

2 

1 

Main  sewer  treatments  are  carried  out  half-yearly  but  operations  are 
not  confined  to  these  particular  periods  if  the  presence  of  rats  in  any  area 
is  found  to  be  as  a  result  of  defective  drains,  etc. 
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Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement— 

Pollution  of  the  atmosphere  due  to  emission  of  smoke  and  fumes 
from  factories  still  remains  high.  Regular  observations  are  carried  out  by 
the  inspectors  and  in  all  cases  of  excessive  emissions  of  smoke  the  manage¬ 
ments  are  interviewed.  In  two  instances  boilerhouse  plant  has  been  renewed 
and  in  one  case  a  change  was  made  in  the  type  of  fuel  used.  These  changes 
have  all  resulted  in  a  lessening  of  emissions  of  smoke  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  overtures  made  by  this  Department  have  to  some  extent  influenced 
the  management  in  making  these  improvements. 

Escapes  of  gases  from  chemical  processes  were  recorded  and  reported 
to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Alkali  Works  with  whom  the  Department  maintain 
close  co-operation. 

The  average  deposit  for  the  whole  of  the  Borough  during  1955  is 
estimated  at  246.85  tons  per  square  mile.  This  is  a  decrease  of  39  tons  on 
the  figure  for  1954  when  285.97  tons  per  square  mile  was  recorded  but 
17.89  tons  more  than  for  1953. 

Sulphur  in  the  atmosphere  is  recorded  by  the  lead  peroxide  method 
as  milligrams  of  sulphur  trioxide  absorbed  per  day  on  100  sq.  cm.  of 
exposed  surface  treated  with  lead  peroxide.  The  daily  average  for  1955  was 
2.29  milligrams.  This  is  a  decrease  of  .03  on  the  figure  for  1954  which  was 
2,32  milligrams. 

This  Authority  is  a  co-operating  body  with  the  Department  of  Scien¬ 
tific  and  Industrial  Research  and  submits  monthly  reports  to  them  on  the 
recording  of  pollution  from  smoke  and  sulphur  obtained  from  instruments 
at  the  six  sites  within  the  Borough. 

The  Council  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement 
Society  and  is  represented  at  the  meetings  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  February  the  North 
Western  Division  of  the  Society  were  invited  to  hold  their  quarterly  meeting 
in  Widnes.  At  this  meeting  a  paper  was  given  by  Mr.  Starkey,  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  dealing  with  the  recording  of  pollution  in  Widnes  and 
the  progress  which  had  been  made. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Health  Committee  held  on  the  9th  June  1955  the 
Town  Clerk  submitted  three  petitions  presented  by  Councillor  Minton. 
The  petitions  alleged  that  excessive  noise  and  waste  gases  from  the  United 
Sulphuric  Acid  Corporation  Factory,  Tan  House  Lane,  were  causing  annoy¬ 
ance  both  by  day  and  by  night  and  that  the  gases  were  causing  damage  to 
garden  produce.  The  Town  Clerk  informed  the  Committee  that  the  petitions 
would  be  considered  by  the  Highways  Committee  from  the  town  planning 
point  of  view.  It  was  resolved  that  the  Highways  Committee  be  asked  to 
join  with  the  Health  Committee  in  setting  up  a  special  committee  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  complaint  and  report  thereon.  The  Highways  Committee  at  a 
meeting  held  on  the  9th  June  1955  concurred  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Health  Committee. 

This  special  committee  was  duly  formed  and  met  for  the  first  time  on 
the  17th  June  1955.  At  subsequent  meetings  it  has  dealt  further  with 
this  nuisance  and  similar  complaints  in  respect  of  alleged  nuisances  from 
other  factories  in  the  area. 

The  Clean  Air  Bill  which  was  before  Parliament  during  the  year  has 
been  watched  with  much  interest  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  it  becomes  law 
we  will  not  find  ourselves  handicapped  in  its  operation  by  the  existence  of 
too  many  escape  clauses, 
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Measurement  of  Deposited  Matter  with  the  Deposit  Gauge 


The  anioun 
rainfall,  during 

i  of  total  so- 
1955  were 

lids  in  tons  per 
as  follows:— 

square 

mile,  an 

d  ihe  average 

Month 

Health 

Centre 

Liver¬ 

pool 

Road 

Crow 

Wood 

Hosp. 

Hale- 

bank 

Farm 
worth  1 

Shell  Average 
Green  Rainfall 
Farm  inches 

January 

.  36.46 

— 

20.95 

— 

- — 

20.54  2,30 

February 

.  18.86 

14.88 

13.21 

15.70 

13.99 

9.66  1.89 

March 

.  24.27 

15.67 

15.26 

16.23 

11.20 

13.66  1.78 

April 

.  52.19 

14.37 

27.79 

20.32 

16.02 

23.17  2.20 

May 

.  31.74 

15.44 

23.25 

12.59 

13.70 

23.08  2.23 

June 

.  39.52 

19.95 

20.63 

— 

14.13 

18,83  3.50 

July 

.  32.08 

17.49 

16.19 

— 

14.55 

11.54  0.48 

August 

.  25.87 

14.64 

16.46 

— 

12.72 

16.58  1.78 

September 

.  26.37 

18.90 

21.65 

15.17 

10.37 

16.30  2.27 

October 

.  38.89 

21.00 

31.84 

17.83 

21.31 

29.49  1.88 

November 

.  34.55 

16.20 

15.34 

18.27 

10.47 

14.23  1.52 

December 

.  46.63 

19.97 

27.37 

18.70 

18.34 

29.13  3.69 

Monthly  Average 

.  33.95 

17.14 

20.83 

16.85 

14.25 

18.85  2.13 

Measurement  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  with  the  Lead  Peroxid 

e  Apparatus: 

The  measurement  in  milligrams 
centimetres  of  lead  peroxide  during 

of  S03  per 
1955  was  as 

day  per  100  square 
follows:- — 

Month 

Health  Liverpool  Crow  Woo< 
Centre  Road  Hosp. 

Shell 

i  Halebank  Farn worth  Green 

Farm 

January 

4.92 

3.57 

3.25 

3.48 

2.67 

2.80 

February  . 

4.36 

2.95 

2.93 

2.93 

2.29 

2.54 

March 

4.07 

2.36 

2.47 

2.02 

1.92 

— 

April  . 

3.14 

2.07 

2.68 

1.43 

1.63 

1.59 

May 

3.59 

1.69 

2.25 

1.39 

1.20 

2.24 

June 

3.00 

1.72 

1.34 

1.70 

1.02 

1.37 

July  . 

1.44 

0.97 

0.84 

0.96 

0.67 

0.78 

August 

2.17 

1.35 

1.16 

1.15 

0.90 

1.16 

September 

2.85 

1.43 

1.88 

1.02 

0.94 

2.09 

October 

2.82 

1.73 

2.90 

1.73 

1.50 

3.24 

November 

4.71 

3.32 

3.09 

2.70 

2.69 

2.86 

December 

4.45 

2.77 

3.68 

2.49 

2.29 

3.59  . 

Monthly  Average . 

.  3.46 

2.16 

2.37 

1.92 

1.64 

2.20 
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Inspection  and  supervision  of  food 

Since  January  1954  Widnes  has  formed  part  of  a  Specified  Area  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  3  Order  1953.  This 
means  that  all  dealers  who  retail  milk  in  the  Borough  must  sell  the  milk 
under  special  designation. 

(a)  Milk  Supply— 

The  number  of  milk  dealers  other  than  cow-keepers  on  the  register  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  125.  There  were  124  dealers  licensed  for  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  sterilised  milk,  45  for  the  distribution  of  pasteurised  milk  and  25 
for  the  distribution  of  tuberculin  tested  milk.  One  Pasteuriser’s  Licence 
and  one  Supplementary  Pasteuriser’s  Licence  were  also  issued. 

One  hundred  and  two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
Liverpool  City  Bacteriologist  for  examination  under  the  Methylene  Blue 
and  Phosphatase  tests.  Four  of  these  samples  were  reported  to  he  unsatis¬ 
factory  under  the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  one  under  the  Phosphatase  test. 
Six  samples  of  raw  milk  were  subjected  to  biological  tests,  principally  for 
tuberculosis,  and  one  of  these  showed  a  positive  result.  This  was  reported 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  who  had  the  diseased 
animal  isolated  and  slaughtered.  They  later  issued  a  final  report  indicating 
that  the  remainder  of  the  herd  in  question  had  been  declared  to  be  noil- 
tuberculous. 

During  the  year  96  samples  of  milk  and  one  sample  of  cream  were  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Liverpool  City  Analyst.  There  were  90  legal  samples 
of  which  seven  were  found  to  be  not  of  the  standard  required.  These  were 
however  mainly  of  abnormal  composition  showing  a  slight  deficiency  in 
solids  other  than  milk  fat  and  the  attention  of  vendors  was  drawn  to  these 
contraventions.  Of  the  six  informal  samples  there  was  one  showing  a 
deficiency. 

(b)  Ice  Cream — 

During  the  year  the  sale  of  ice  cream  was  carried  on  from  113  premises 
which  were  found  upon  inspection  to  be  maintained  in  a  clean  condition 
and  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  for  the  estimation 
of  sugar  and  fat  content.  These  samples  were  reported  to  be  of  the  required 
standard.  In  addition  15  samples  were  sent  to  the  Bacteriologist  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  were  classified  by  him  as  follows: — 

Grade  1 —  6  samples  Grade  3 —  3  samples 

Grade  2—  2  samples  Grade  4 —  4  samples 

Grades  1  and  2  are  regraded  as  satisfactory  and  grades  3  and  4  as 
unsatisfactory.  The  seven  unsatisfactory  samples  were  manufactured  in 
the  smaller  type  of  factory  and  in  each  case  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  place  of  manufacture  was  acquainted  with  the  result.  In  one  case  this 
resulted  in  a  close  examination  of  the  plant  which  revealed  that  defects 
previously  discovered  had  not  been  rectified.  Legal  proceedings  followed 
and  fines  totalling  £15  were  imposed  on  the  manufacturer.  In  the  other  two 
instances  investigations  did  not  show  any  reason  why  consistently  good 
results  should  not  have  heen  maintained.  It  was  however  established  that 
during  the  summer  these  plants,  as  a  result  of  the  prolonged  heatwave, 
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were  far  exceeding  their  normal  output.  In  the  larger  establishments 
bacteriological  tests  of  the  ice-cream  can  be  applied  at  various  stages  of  the 
process  and  unsatisfactory  samples  are  rare. 

Food  Preparation — 

During  the  year  a  total  of  430  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food 
is  stored,  prepared  or  sold  and  71  street  trading  and  food  delivery  vehicles 
were  inspected.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  notices  or  to  give  verbal  instruc¬ 
tions  in  52  instances  where  conditions  did  not  comply  with  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  traders  are  very  willing  to  co-operate 
with  the  Department  in  its  efforts  to  ensure  hygienic  handling  of  food  and 
a  high  standard  is  often  maintained. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 


The  following  unwholesome  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the 
year  : — 


Food 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Articles 

Evaporated  Milk 

59 

13 

— 

Fruit  . 

299 

5 

— 

Vegetables 

43 

8 

• — 

Tomatoes  . 

107 

12 

— 

Soup 

5 

1* 

— 

Condensed  Milk 

32 

6 

— 

Stewed  Steak 

45 

6 

— 

Corned  Beef 

39 

12 

— 

Jellied  Veal 

10 

8 

— 

Minced  Meat  Loaf 

44 

4 

— 

Irish  Stew . 

2 

15 

— 

Cheese 

26 

12 

— 

Eggs  . 

— 

— 

40 

Cooked  Ham 

295 

9 

— 

Pickles 

1 

— 

— 

Cream 

1 

2 

— 

Tongue 

14 

8 

— 

Fish  Paste 

9 

6 

— 

Skimmed  Milk  . 

2 

8 

— 

Baked  Beans 

17 

2 

— 

Jam 

4 

6 

— 

Dried  Fruit 

478 

— 

— 

Dried  Milk 

56 

— 

— 

Lamb’s  Liver 

6 

— 

— 

Coffee 

1 

8 

— 

Tinned  Fish 

31 

10* 

— 

Sauces 

6 

6f 

— 

Sandwich  Spread . 

4 

4 

— 

Meat  Paste 

— 

5* 

— 

Cake  . 

34 

— 

Bacon 

46 

— 

— 

Stew  Beef 

110 

— 

— 

Dates 

41 

— 

— 

Ground  Ginger  . 

3 

— 

— 

Macaroni  . 

6 

— 

— 

Corn  Flakes 

— 

— 

8  Pkts. 

Sauerkraut 

— 

15 

— 

Fowl 

5 

8 

— 

Dried  Egg 

7 

— 

— 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

29 
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FOOD  SAMPLING 


The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Acts,  1938-50  and  the  results  of  analysis. 


Sample  of 

No.  of 
samples 

Genuine 

Not 

genuine 

Remarks 

Milk  . 

96 

88 

8 

Slight  deficiences 

Pork  sausage 

6 

6 

• — 

Beef  sausage  . 

4 

4 

— 

Ice  cream 

2 

2 

— 

Cooking  Fat  . 

1 

1 

— 

Jelly  . 

1 

1 

— 

Margarine  . 

5 

5 

— 

Butter . 

7 

7 

— 

Dripping 

2 

2 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste 

2 

2 

— 

Marzipan  . 

1 

1 

— 

Tea  . 

1 

1 

— 

Lard  . 

3 

3 

— 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  paste 

2 

2 

— 

Pork  pie 

1 

1 

— 

Sauerkraut 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  white  pepper 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  nut  meg 

1 

1 

— 

Beef  suet 

1 

1 

— 

Slightly  rancid  in  smell  and 
taste 

Sugared  coconut 

1 

1 

— 

Coffee 

1 

1 

— 

Seidlitz  powders 

2 

2 

— 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

1 

— 

Ointment  of  Zinc  Oxide 

1 

1 

— 

Fruit  gums  . 

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  spread 

1 

1 

— 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Inspections— 


Number 

on 

register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

35 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

145 

50 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

8 

7 

— 

— 

Total 

188 

67 

5 

• — 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found — 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 

Inspec  tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3.)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors, 

(S.6.)  . 

— - 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

12 

12 

— 

6 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- — - 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Total 

15 

15 

— 

7 

26 
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